CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME
Senior School
Oxley College provides abundant co-curricular opportunities for students to
explore their gifts in cultural, sporting, community service and outdoor
activities. As well as acquiring particular skills, students develop their sense of
self and learn to work effectively as part of a team. The purpose of this booklet
is to provide students and families with a snapshot of Oxley’s co-curricular
offerings.

INTRODUCTION

At Oxley College our vision is to be a school whose unique combination of enlightened academic
rigour, care for the whole child and cultural richness makes for an education which is not
surpassed in NSW. We strive to provide academic and co-curricular opportunities for our students
that help them learn and live the core values at Oxley College; Justice, Humanity, Wisdom &
Knowledge, Fortitude and Mindfulness.
When students become involved in a co-curricular activity there is a courtesy and an expectation
that they will commit to it fully and finish what they start. This tenacity to commitment will hold
our students in good stead for the challenges, successes and setbacks that they may face in life.
Please take the time to read the booklet and encourage your child to jump in and try one of the
many co-curricular activities. What makes Oxley unique is the fact that so many students are
involved in a significant array of different activities. They do this safe in the knowledge that they
will be accepted and encouraged for their efforts. If you have any questions about anything
contained in this booklet, please do not hesitate to contact the Co-Curricular Department.
There are so many ways to become involved!
Christophe Gauchat
Christophe.gauchat@oxley.nsw.edu.au
Director of Co-Curricular Activities

SPORT

Oxley College offers a comprehensive range of team and individual sports that reflects our
commitment to encourage the physical growth and mental wellbeing of our students. Oxley
employs coaches with experience in each sport and supports the professional development
of our coaches to achieve the best outcomes for our student athletes. As a result, Oxley
College has had many representatives at State and National level in a variety of sports
including Football, Rugby, Netball, Cricket, Equestrian, Snow sports, Kayaking and Fencing.

Summer Sport

Winter Sport

Carnivals

Additional Sport

Basketball

Hockey

Athletics

Fencing

Softball

Football

Cross-Country

Snow sports

Cricket

Tennis

Swimming

Water Polo

Touch Football

Rugby

Equestrian

Netball

Mountain Biking
Kayaking
Private Tennis Lessons

INDEPENDENT SPORTING ASSOCIATION (ISA)
Oxley College is one of many schools that are members of the Independent Sporting
Association (ISA). The ISA provides opportunities for our students to participate in a
comprehensive inter-school sports competition.
In most sports, ISA has representative teams in the U16 and Open Age Groups. This
representative pathway allows students to progress to higher levels, including NSWCIS, NSW
All Schools and School Sport Australia.

EXPECTATIONS
Sport is an integral part of life at Oxley College. In the Senior School, participation in sport is
compulsory and students are expected to participate in at least one ISA Sport within a twelve
month period. Students are expected to train two afternoons a week for ISA Sports and
before or after school for non-ISA sports. The majority of training for ISA sports will take
place on Tuesday or Thursday.

FACILITIES
•

The Peter Craig Centre (PCC) consists of two full sized courts: Netball and Basketball.

•

The Fitness Centre, located in the PCC, has a weights room and a separate cardio
room. The Fitness Centre is staffed by ‘Bounce’ professional personal trainers and is
open for students before and after school. It is also utilised for team training

•

All-weather tennis courts and basketball courts

•

Playing Fields

•

⋅

Turf and synthetic cricket wickets

⋅

Four cricket nets

⋅

Full-sized hockey field

⋅

Two rugby fields

⋅

Three softball diamonds

⋅

New Fields near Oxley College. These will host Oxley Football on two full-sized
football pitches and the options of outstanding cricket and hockey facilities

The Boat Shed, located next to Bray fields on the Wingecarribee River for kayaking

MUSIC

OX VOX
The Ox Vox Ensemble is an auditioned vocal group that perform predominantly
acapella arrangements of both a classical and contemporary repertoire. Students will be
challenged to sing unaccompanied, develop their sense of pitch accuracy and create
beautiful harmonies with the other voices in the ensemble. Students must be an active
member of the Oxley Chorale to secure a place in the Ox Vox Ensemble.

OXLEY CHORALE
The Oxley College Chorale is an inclusive
and welcoming music ensemble. The
ensemble is open to all students 7-12
who love to sing and make music with
friends. The Chorale sing in four parts
(soprano, alto, tenor and bass) and
produce beautiful harmonies. The
ensemble perform regularly at school
events such as Music Night, Speech Day
and Foundation Night.

SENIOR STRING ENSEMBLE
The Oxley College Senior String Ensemble rehearse and
perform a variety of classical and popular repertoire. Students
are equally happy learning Bach and Vivaldi one week and
arrangements of Pink’s latest hit the next week. The ensemble
comprises Year 7-12 students learning; violin, viola, cello and
double bass. They collaborate with the School Choir and
Concert Band to create a Festival Orchestra for the Annual
Speech and Foundation Night events. Playing as a large school
orchestra gives students valuable skills in ensemble
development and musical interpretation.

SENIOR CONCERT BAND
The Oxley College Senior Concert Band rehearse and perform a comprehensive range
of repertoire drawing from a diverse range of musical genres. The ensembles comprises Year
7-12 students learning; wind and horn instruments, bass, drums, percussion, The Concert
Band regularly performs at major school events, such as Speech Day, Foundation Day and
School Assemblies.

JUNIOR CONCERT BAND
The Oxley College Junior Band is for students in Years 5-12 with beginner instrumental skills.
The Junior Band is an ideal introduction to performing in a music ensemble. The repertoire
selected meets the performance level of the ensemble. It teaches the skills of following a
conductor, tuning and intonation. The ensemble performs a variety of genres including; Pop,
Jazz and a traditional concert band repertoire.

STAGE BAND
The Oxley College Stage Band is an
auditioned ensemble. It is an extension of the
Senior Concert Band and suitable for students with
strong performance skills and a sound
understanding of music theory. Students learn Jazz
Standards and create their own arrangements of
tunes. Students are guided through the skill of
improvisation and learn to follow chord charts to
devise their own compositions. The band is highly interactive and students develop both
leadership and communication skills as a collaborative member of the ensemble. The Stage
Band comprises wind and horn instruments along with piano, bass, guitar, drums and
vocalists.

PIPE BAND
Oxley College has a strong Pipe Band
Tradition. Student Pipers rehearse a selection
of traditional repertoire and perform at many
school ceremonial events such as Anzac Day,
Remembrance Day and Speech Day. The Pipe
Band regularly compete in external Pipe
competitions and festivals. A vibrant team of
professional Pipers mentor students and
teach performance skills within its traditional
performance context. Tuition in Pipes and
Drumming is available and admission to the
Band is subject to audition.

SMALL ENSEMBLES
Student initiatives have led to the creation of a variety of small ensembles. Senior school
students are responsible for mentoring and developing their interests in the musical life at
Oxley College.
These include:
•

String Quartet

•

Flute Ensemble

•

Piano Trio

Ensembles rehearse weekly and perform at Music Night in Term 1 and Term 3.

HICES MUSIC FESTIVAL
The HICES Music Festival is a music camp where our students combine with hundreds of
other students from various schools into choral, string or band ensembles. They learn new
pieces, culminating in a public performance in Sydney Town Hall. Entry is usually by audition
and includes a cross section of students from Year 5-11.

MUSIC TUITION
Oxley College offers access to a variety of
talented music professionals who provide
music tuition on site after hours.
Options for tuition include:
• Vocal
• Woodwind
• Guitar
• Strings
• Brass
• Piano
• Percussion
• Pipes and Drum
If you wish to sign up for lessons, please
complete a Music Tuition Programme Form,
available via our website. A tutor will then arrange the lessons directly with you.

DRAMA AND THE ARTS
VISUAL ARTS CLUB
VA Club is available for Years 7-12. Students
have the opportunity to explore ideas
through a large range of materials and
techniques. They will work individually with
the teacher, developing their ideas and
creating personal and very satisfying works.
This is a great class for exploring your
creative potential.

DRAMA
The College has a long-standing commitment to Drama as a cornerstone of the Arts.
Students are encouraged to be involved in drama through the annual productions, the InterHouse Drama Competition and the Short & Sharp Play Festival. Each year there is at least
one production, with a rotating choice of genre, cast and director. Many of the productions
have met with critical acclaim, with many receiving external awards.
A significant number of past students have gone on to careers in this field, often citing their
experiences on the Oxley stage as their inspiration.

SHORT SHARP THEATRE
Sharp Short Theatre is a short play competition for writers, directors and performers. It has a
focus on promoting the works of students in theatre with an aim of unearthing and
cultivating the next generation of talent in Australian theatre. Winners of Oxley’s internal
‘Sharp Short’ competition get the opportunity to perform their work at Parramatta Riverside
Theatre in Sydney.

OLE! WEEK
OLE! Week is a unique multi-day Kindergarten to Year 11 College event held at the beginning of
Term 4. This is a wonderful opportunity for Oxley students to explore new experiences with their
peers in a supervised and supportive environment. Oxley utilises the services of Lands Edge
Foundation and our own Staff expertise to create experiences ranging from the South Coast of
NSW to an Urban Exploration programme in Year 6. Each programme is integrated with Oxley’s
Values and Mission. The learning outcomes of OLE! are also closely aligned with the Duke of
Edinburgh’s International Award Programme.
Students will acquire new skills as they begin their journey towards independence. Specifically,
they will learn to prepare for the elements, camp in tents, navigate, canoe, cook and clean for
themselves. They will also be involved in hiking, mountain biking and climbing. OLE! Week has
close links to the Rites of Passage programme in Year 9 and Service Learning in Year 10 which
include overseas and regional trips. The programme culminates in the ultimate Oxley experience
of Outback in Year 11.

RITES OF PASSAGE

Oxley College Year 9 students have a fantastic opportunity to complete residential
programme in Sydney, which spans three weeks.
The Rites of Passage programme was designed around Michael Carr-Gregg’s identified needs
for 14 and 15 year olds; emancipation from parents, friendships, vocational direction and a
strong sense of personal identity.
We have developed a cross-curriculum academic programme with the theme “Identity Telling Your Story”. The programme includes the following activities;
• Tours
• Workshops and lectures at Macquarie University
• University of Technology
• Museum of Human Disease
• The Opera House
• Museum of Contemporary Art
• Australian Film and Television School
• Cockatoo Island
The purpose of this innovative programme is to expose students to ideas, people and
phenomena that would not exist in a conventional classroom. We want to ignite students’
passion for what the future holds!
You can read more about the Rites of Passage programme and view a previous Rites of
Passage experience on our website.

SERVICE LEARNING TRIPS
Oxley College provides an opportunity for students to experience other cultures and
countries on an annual Service Learning experience. They will be offered a range of different
experiences to choose from and it is important for students to extend themselves outside of
their immediate environment and to understand the challenges faced by others.
We are currently reviewing our Service Learning trips and look forward to providing year 10
students with an experience to remember in 2021.
Students participating in Service Learning opportunities will typically depart for their
destination during the Term 3 school holidays and return before Term 4.

OUTBACK

Outback is a long standing College tradition at Oxley. Each year our Year 11 students spend
two weeks on the road travelling to remote areas within Australia. Students are expected to
contribute to the success of the journey through cooking, serving, packing and cleaning. The
trip includes hikes in locations such as Kata Tjuta, the Flinders Range and even a basketball
game with the children of Oodnadatta. The experience is deliberately designed to help the
year group to become more cohesive and resilient before they begin their final year at Oxley
College.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S
INTERNATIONAL AWARD

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award (DoE) is an internationally recognised youth
development programme. It provides opportunities for personal and social development for
14 to 25 year olds. Oxley College has a number of procedures in place to assist students to
work towards the achievement and completion of various DoE levels. Oxley provides a
framework for completion of the adventurous journey component through the facilitation of
DoE camps and hikes throughout the school year. These hikes become progressively more
challenging for the different award levels. They require participants to complete route
planning, food preparation and environmental consideration.

HOUSE COMPETITIONS

Oxley College Senior School splits into six Houses. Each are named after significant
Australians: Dobell, Durack, Florey, Mawson, Monash and Oodgeroo. Students stay in these
Houses for the duration of their senior schooling and all students have the opportunity to
engage in the House competitions of athletics, swimming, debating, drama, music and public
speaking.
The House with the highest points at the end of the year wins the House Cup which is
presented at the Oxley College Speech Night.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

MODEL UNITED NATIONS ASSEMBLY (MUNA)
The purpose of MUNA is to encourage young people to learn about other nations and to
understand and appreciate the workings of the United Nations. Students in Years 10 and 11
will develop debating skills and gain self confidence in public speaking. The debates are
based on real cases for the UN.

HICES DEBATING
This competition gives senior students the chance to work in small teams as they develop
their speaking and argumentation skills. Students participate in training sessions that focus
on how to research and explore contemporary issues that affect our world.

DAVID WRIGHT LIBRARY
The vision of the library is to focus on student passions, interests and learning to build
lifelong readers.
Monday to Thursday 8.00am to 5.30pm
Friday 8.00am to 3.30am
IT Support is available to K-12 students in
the library throughout the school day.
Learning support staff are on hand in the
library to help with computer issues,
assessment tasks, homework, Canvas,
diary, “Learning Field” online texts, study
notes and biscuit supply.
Vast online library services including the catalogue, encyclopaedias, videos, databases and
subscriptions can be found on our website: https://www.oxley.nsw.edu.au/library/libraryblog/

PIN OAK MAGAZINE
Each fortnight, Oxley produces the Pin Oak
newsletter. The publication is uploaded onto our
website on a Friday and is an important
communication tool for our community.
Students from Year 7 – 12 are actively involved in the
production of this publication. Two staff members
and groups of students meet regularly to discuss
editorial content. Budding journalists/writers and
designers are encouraged to contribute and help
with every facet of this magazine.

Oxley College Senior School
11-29 Railway Road, Burradoo, NSW, 2576
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