
 
 

 

 

1 August 2018 

 

Dear Year 8 parents,  

 

I am writing to let you know about overseas social service/cultural exchange trips that I would love your children 

to be involved in next year and to invite you to an information evening on Wednesday 22 August 2018. It is a 

part of our overall vision for Year 9 being a special year in our students’ time at Oxley. 

 

The Big Picture 

 

In many societies the ages of about 14 are important ‘rites of passage’ times between childhood and adulthood. 

Whether it is going out to work, becoming ‘initiated’ into the tribe or simply going from junior to middle school, 

many countries mark this transition time. At Oxley we recognise this crucial time too by having a ‘Rites of 

Passage’ year, and overseas social service/cultural exchange will be a significant part of it for many students. .  

 

Three elements of Rites of Passage 

 

Sydney Experience 

This is a three week school trip where students live in the Rocks and in Pyrmont. They immerse themselves in 

the culture, the sights, the transport, the food and the Harbour. They tackle an integrated academic unit each 

day using many of the resources of the city. They also spend time at the Universities of Sydney, NSW, UTS, 

Macquarie, AFTRS etc to give them a real sense of where they could be after school. This is fully funded by the 

College. 

 

Global Perspectives 

This is a special subject that has students investigating critical cultural, economic, educational and climate based 

issues in the world today. The course is run by the schools division of Cambridge University and Oxley had to 

become accredited with them in order to run this course. It is an IGSCE - the international version of the British 

GCSE. This has far more rigour than the Australian ROSA (Record of School Achievement).  

 

 



 
 

 

Overseas social service 

A third, and extremely exciting, element is having many Year 9 students embark on a voluntary social service 

and cultural exchange trip to one of our three partnership schools in the developing world. The schools are:  

 Jhib Jhibe upper and lower schools in Nepal (17 days) 

 Sedie Middle and Mathiba Junior schools in Botswana (on the same site) (17 

days) 

 Korovua School in Fiji (9 days) 

 

These are long term partnerships to which we sending students to immerse themselves in the schools. They will 

teach English, be a part of lessons, make real friendships with students, and put on a joint cultural festival. They 

will study the region to which they are going in advance in Global Perspectives and make Facebook/email 

connections with individual students before they get there. They will also be able to use their trip as the basis 

for their major project for Cambridge International.  Yours will be the fourth group of students travelling to one 

of these schools.  

 

We are also well aware that the trip will not be for everyone for any number of reasons, including student 

hesitation and families having their own holiday plans!  However, as a rites of passage experience we would like 

to encourage many in our current Year 8 to attend.  

 

The details of the information evening: 

 

Where:    Rooms 29 and 30  

When:    Wednesday, 22 August 2018 at 6.30pm 

Who will be presenting:  Matthew Swait (tour organiser, Nepal), Peter Craig (tour organiser Botswana and Fiji), 

teachers who have travelled to the destinations previously, students who have been to the destinations 

previously and me.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

 

 

Michael Parker 
Headmaster 
 

 


