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OUTBACK… THE LAND

One of the significant objectives of the Oxley Outback Trip is
to provide students with an appreciation of the natural beauty
and vastness of their country.
Vistas experienced over the 14 days range from sandy plains
with saltbush as far as the eye can see, red stone gorges with
ancient palms and cycads, mountain ranges with views up
to 500km, dry riverbeds of majestic River Redgums, and of
course the grandeur of Uluru and its landscape.
It was the experience of Outback in 1989 that inspired Tim
Bull, alumni 1990 to become a travel writer.
Below are some reflections of students from the past 30 years:
“I have always had a great love for nature and there is just
such a vastness of beauty at our fingertips. It makes me
feel insignificant. People’s lives are only a fraction of time
in comparison to the life these landmarks and the country
have…. I have really understood that this trip is not just about
the seeing but also the feeling; the emotions involved with the
beauty of the land.”
“Travelling towards the spirit of creation, Uluru, the soil became
a deeper and deeper red – symbolic of our growing closeness
to the heart of this land. The land is crying out for love and
respect and has so much to offer – it is from the land we can
learn, if we listen hard enough.”
“The power of nature which echoes the spirit of life and freedom
in these places is overwhelming. I felt peace all around and
found a new calm and strength within myself. …. I was awed
by the fierce power the land emits and for the first time felt
a glimmering understanding of the ties which the Aborigines
have to the land – for this I envy and respect them.”
“This……our majestic and awe-inspiring country,
where the land stretches to meet the domed sky
in a burning copper shimmer,
where sunspears turn the air
to molten glass.”

HEADMASTER’S REPORT
7 - 12 House Drama Night
Monday night was the annual House Drama Night.
Every year I am really impressed at the number of
people who are keen (or willing) to get up on stage, act
their hearts out, commit to rehearsals and get into the
spirit of it. It must be almost half the school up there
on stage each year. Then you have all of the people
behind the scenes lighting it, making the sound work
and actually directing the performances. Perhaps most
importantly there are the people who take the time to
write what are in many cases sophisticated, sustained,
high concept pieces that are also very funny.
To give you a sample if you didn’t see it:
•
Durack did a wonderful riff on Survivor, with a
‘dual cast’ re-enacting a plane crash, a competition to
see who would be sacrificed, and a poet hurling herself
into a Volcano.
•
Dobell performed an entertaining whodunit
murder mystery at Malibu Mansion where Justin Bieber
was killed by one of the other invited celebrities.
•
Oodgeroo performed a touching, sincere piece
about an unloved middle child who is taken to a fantasy
land with a procrastinating goat to go on a ‘Wizard of
Oz’ style journey to find the Philosopher King.
•
Mawson imagined a terrifically sustained
archaeological tour of Oxley 2017 (from the perspective
of 4017) where the school had been preserved Pompeii
style for the new tourists.
•
Florey put on a great take on Dante’s Inferno
in which Satan offers one ‘contestant’ in hell a chance
to get to heaven by surviving trials such as not playing
with a fidget spinner and having your streaks deleted.
•
Monash tackled a clever, sustained pastiche of
Romeo and Juliet, again using Oxley as a backdrop.
Family rivalries were fought over the tug of war and
love was found on the Elvo balcony.
All if all they were very entertaining and all conceived
of by Oxley students.
The enthusiasm and the quality makes it very hard to
judge. Thankfully I think most of the reward is not in
a placement but the act of getting up and entertaining
your peers and two hundred adults. A placing (or even
winning) is the icing on the cake.
I think the House Drama night is one of the nights
that best exemplify Oxley’s inclusive ‘give anything a
go’ spirit. It was striking that a number of people who
had main roles or directorships were stars of House
Athletics Carnival the next day, throwing, running,
jumping and hurling their hearts out for their House.
In the drive for inclusivity we often find excellence in
the most unexpected places. Everyone gets a chance
to shine. I look forward to what the students come up
with in 2018.
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BIG ISSUE:
The UN imposes strict new sanctions on North Korea
Over the course of this week, the UN Security
Council unanimously approved tough new sanctions
on the ‘hermit’ state of North Korea, to punish it
for escalating its nuclear weapons programme. The
sanctions include bans on coal and other resources
worth over $1 billion - a huge bite in its total
exports; valued at around $3 billion last year.

are prevailing.

US Ambassador Nikki Haley called the decision:
“the single largest economic sanctions package
ever levelled against the North Korean regime” and
“the most stringent set of sanctions on any country
in a generation.”

Could the Missiles Reach Australia?

However, she warns that the problem is far from
over, that “we are not even close to diminishing
the threat”. The US-drafted resolution, negotiated
with China (North Korea’s neighbour and former
ally), is aimed at increasing tension and economic
pressure in North Korea’s society. The UN hope that
this will force Pyongyang to return to diplomatic
negotiations regarding its nuclear and missile
programmes – a point stressed by all 15 council
members after the vote.
President Trump later tweeted: “The United Nations
just voted 15-0 to sanction North Korea. China and
Russia voted with us. Very big financial impact!”
China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi called for all sides
in the nuclear debate to return to negotiations
and repeated Beijing’s proposal for a “double
suspension” – or a halt to North Korean nuclear
development and joint US-South Korean military
exercises.
Haley then informed the rest of the Security Council
that US-South Korean military exercises have been
occurring openly and regularly for nearly 40 years
and “they will continue”.
The resolution was passed down following North
Korea’s Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM)
tests on Monday 3 July and Thursday 27 July.
The tests were successful, in that they proved the
ICBM’s were capable of reaching the US.
However, it can be seen how little these sanctions
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Six rounds of sanctions have already been imposed
on North Korea, all of which have failed to halt the
Nation’s drive to produce more nuclear weapons
and enhance their capabilities.

According to the research of David Wright, codirector of the Global Security Programme, yes.
The Hwasong-14 missile reached an altitude of
2,802 kilometres and flew 933 km in 39 minutes.
It was however, lofted at a very high trajectory.
Estimations have shown that, if fired at a lowernormal trajectory, the missile could have a total
range of around 6,700 km.
That would put Northern Australia in the ‘danger
zone’.
But Andrew Davies, a senior military capability
analyst at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute,
says it’s ‘hard to say’ how far a North Korean missile
could actually go.
“Because of the rotation and the position of the
Earth, North to South trajectories aren’t simply a
matter of measuring the distance,” he said.
But a back-of-the-envelope calculation suggests
that the NT would just be in range. Of course,
future missiles could have a longer range.
What does this mean for closer neighbours
like Japan and South Korea?
Based on current results, they’re already in plenty
of danger. North Korea currently has a vast array of
artillery and short-medium range missiles aimed at
South Korea’s capital, Seoul.
The same goes for Japan. It is clear that North
Korea does not need an ICBM to cause serious harm
in the region and force the international community
to act.
Hugh Corbett (Year 7)

TAKE INSPIRATION
BOOKS

Truly Madly Guilty
Six responsible adults. Three cute
kids. A Sunday afternoon barbeque
in the posh suburbs of Sydney:
what life-altering events could
emerge from a gathering like this?
Whipped back and forth in time
between dysfunctional childhoods,
friendships and marriages before
the terrible something happened,
and the state of those after the
terrible
something
happened,
Moriarty is brilliant at her craft. As
she cranks up the suspense and
peels her onion of a plot, she uses
multiple narrators to tell her tale
from different perspectives and
carefully craft her novel to build
up the intrigue, not quite revealing
what happened. Her characters are
familiar, these are the people we
meet on the school run, at the gym,
they’re just like our neighbours
in what they say, think and do.
However, they are all haunted by
regret and guilt. They didn’t know
each other well, they could have
easily said no. But they didn’t.
The events that took place on that
Sunday afternoon can’t be changed.
Set in a world we understand, Truly
Madly Guilty is riddled with the
texture and themes of everyday
life. Two-thirds in, our questions
are answered, and by this stage the
reader is thinking it had better been
worth killing the suspense. Moriarty
seems to pull this off, with the story
reaching a satisfying resolution.
Truly Madly Guilty shows you how
guilt can expose the fault lines in
any relationship, how what we
don’t say can be more powerful
than what we do, and how the most
innocent moments can be of the
greatest harm. A hard to put down,
easy read, that’s definitely worth
your time.
By Jade Gillis (Year 10)

FILM

Okja
This movie is literally about a big
pig, yet it is the only movie that has
ever left me in tears. Why? Okja is
film about a genetically engineered
“super pig” who for 10 idyllic years,
has been cared for by young Mija at
her home in the mountains of South
Korea. But that changes when a
the multinational conglomerate
Mirando Corporation takes Okja
for themselves and transports
her to New York, where an image
obsessed and self-promoting CEO
has big plans for Mija’s piggy pal.
Mija sets out on a rescue mission
to stop her dearest friend from
being slaughtered and churned up
into meat, but her already daunting
journey quickly becomes more
complicated when she crosses paths
with a strange group of capitalists,
demonstrators, animal activists and
consumers, (not to mention the
fact that she doesn’t speak English)
each battling to control the fate
of Okja. Blending genres, humour,
regret and drama, Bong Joon Ho
has begun this film with the gentlest
of premises; the bond between
man and animal, and ultimately
creates a distinct and layered image
of the world that addresses the
animal inside us all, questioning the
ethics behind genetic engineering,
capitalism, consumerism, and the
value of life. This film is absolutely
beautiful, but definitely one that will
push you over the edge if you are
squeamish or thinking of becoming
a vegetarian!
By Gracie Phelan (Year 10)
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K-6 NEWS
Head of K-6: Justine Lind
Communities are systems of interdependent
individuals; being a member of a community means
experiencing reciprocal influence. Like ripples in a
pond, the waves of action and inaction reverberate in
cycles that touch everyone. What we do and do not do
will impact the lives of others.
At Oxley, we aim to harness this phenomenon as a
force for good. We especially take this approach when
it comes to cyber safety. We have an Acceptable use
Policy for school and personal devices as do most,
if not all, schools. Beyond this however, we aim to
engage with the wider community in the interests of
all our children. We have a page of recommendations
which is “A Community of Shared Concern – ICT
Guidelines” document (click here) that we publish
each year as part of our BYODD induction in Year
5. We talk to our students about the complex and
rapidly changing contemporary context in which we
live and so from time to time, it is appropriate that
we seek to update this guide. The guide is intended
as just that, a guide for parents to help navigate the
rugged landscape that is online safety by providing
some general advice but also a sense of team. When
our children know that expectations are shared,
that a community is watching out for them online,
just as we might later in life, on our roads, there is
less of a burden on individuals to hold back the tide
of claims that “everyone else’s parents let them…..
(insert latest craze here)”. We also aim to provide
a sounding board or practical support by addressing
current concerns with students as a class. If there is
some aspect of your child’s online use that is causing
concern, please don’t hesitate to let us know. We are
also keen to create a Parent Support Group to guide us
as educators as to what more we can do to assist in a
way that aligns with the community’s values. Should
you be interested to be part of this group, please
contact Kirrily Hope via K-6 Reception and we will
arrange a meeting in the near future.
Recently the cyber aware landscape has started to
promote a balance in “green time” and “screen time”,
in defiance of the relatively new concept of device or
screen addiction. It seems to me that in any worthy
battle, equally matched opponents are vital and so
I have attempted to synthesise the wealth of online
advice into two categories below – the push away
from over reliance on tech-leisure and the pull toward
attractive alternatives.
Push away from…
- Too much time on the couch or at your desk
- Social isolation / anti-social habits
- Stressful stimulation, information & engagement
- Over reliance on digital work and play
- Family disconnection, distraction & dispute
- Digital dangers
- Device dependence and connection 24/7
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Weekly Awards:

Students of the Week
Learning Journey
KK: Lachlan Stanners
KL: Marcus Ewald
Yr 3: Archie Wallace
Yr 4: Lily Smith
Yr 5C: Carter Evans
Yr 5H: Madison Brett
Yr 6: Cameron Houghton
Oxley Values
KK: Lexi Mendes da Costa
KL: Teddy Blom
Yr 3: Bryce Rodger
Yr 4: Hugo Findlay
Yr 5C: Amelia May
Yr 5H: Xavier Gray
Yr 6: Sienna Bellis
Students of the Week
Learning Journey
KK: Robert Clothier
KL: William Matar
Yr 1: Cecilia Vild
Yr 2: Claudia Carpenter
Yr 3: Allegra Mineeff
Yr 4: Fraser Rasheed
Yr 5C: Georgia Pride
Yr 5H: Lawrie Nethersole
Yr 6: Will Bladen
Oxley Values
KK: Ivy Bacon
KL: Eli Winn
Yr 1: Grace Kean
Yr 2: Fraser Findlay
Yr 3: Sabine Garton
Yr 4: Christian Denington
Yr 5C: Oscar Byrne
Yr 5H: Tamalyn Boese
Yr 6: Sophie Dunn
Week 3:
Learning Journey
Yr 1: Claire Diver
Yr 2: Tippi Wernbacher
Oxley Values
Yr 1: Charlotte Gordon
Yr 2: Ivy Halstead

Pull toward…
- Fitness, fun and fresh air outside
- More face to face time and human contact
- Time out for mindfulness and meditation
- Diverse or preferred ways to work and play
- Time out together really connecting
- Cyber-aware safety & security
- Device detox (time limits and no go zones)
More specific details of strategies to ensure the
ideas outlined above can be found in our Guidelines
mentioned above as well as links to online experts.
Parents not only provide vital guidance here but are
essential role models. We need to show our children
how to manage the appropriate control of device use.
Maybe there is even some wisdom from ancient times
before the invention of the Information Super Highway
(or internet)! Try my Olden Days Bingo games for tech
savvy families - click here to download. Perhaps if you
try there will be unexpected benefits beyond a device
detox!

K- 6 Cocktail Party
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GOOD TASTE IN FICTION?

In my English-teacher-opinion, the teachers of Oxley have excellent taste in books. A year ago, Mrs
Antoniak asked each staff member to declare a book that had stuck with them through time. Those books
are just a few of the beautiful collection that she has compiled in the new Senior Fiction room.
Most of the books in this room belong to the literary fiction genre. Literary fiction has been mocked, often
by lovers of crime fiction, for having a superiority complex. It’s known as high-brow fiction—its readers
sometimes have the nerve to think it’s more enlightened. Surely this is a matter of taste (though I’ll admit
to having expressed similar sentiments—Mr Turnock recently played a prank by leaving a copy of The Da
Vinci Code on my desk).
The best description I’ve heard of literary fiction is that it frequently ‘touches on life’. Character, setting
and voice are just as central to the driving force of the story as plot is. These novels can take thirty or
forty pages to get into, because the author takes their time in establishing these other elements of fiction.

‘touches on life’

Sometimes literary fiction isn’t that fun to read. It’s always easier to watch the movie. Most people love
Cormac McCarthy’s The Road (2006), but it’s so bleak that I couldn’t get through it on my first few tries.
Eventually, I waded through the sooty snow on that doomed journey of father and son. As my reward,
I’m left with a vivid sense of the beauty underlying the futility of their struggle. I read it before I had kids,
and in some small way, it helped me understand how uniquely strong the bond between parent and child
is.
Still, literary fiction can be a barrel of laughs. Steve Toltz’s A Fraction of the Whole (2008) is the other
kind of story about father and son: old bull versus young bull. While a father tries to shelter his son from
being corrupted by the world, his son becomes involved in as much corruption as possible. It is sixhundred pages long, but its unravelling sub-plots are so zany and unpredictable that you’re permanently
transfixed.
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My wife recently recommended Commonwealth (2016) by American author, Ann Patchett. I then
recommended it to Mrs Antoniak. It now exists in the Senior Fiction room, because that’s how Mrs
Antoniak rolls.

The first chapter of Commonwealth is set at a christening party in 1960s Los Angeles, full of cops and
summer dresses. It begins with the host opening the door to a man he vaguely recognises, who turns out
to be a fellow policeman. The tension in this first encounter—the host’s suspicion over why this guy has
shown—sets the tone for a later moment that causes the undoing, and thus the tying together, of two
families, forever.
Again, like The Road and The Fraction of the Whole, Commonwealth frequently ‘touches on life’. It digs
into the private worlds of its characters, and you’re left with the feeling that you’ve really come to know a
few people; and really getting to know someone is one of the most important things you can do.
There are plenty of ‘non-literary’ books in this new room, and if they transport you to another place and
teach you a thing or two, then they’re just as worthy. Page-turners cop a bad rap for spoon feeding—but
as the saying goes, “easy reading is darn hard writing”. There’s nothing easy about devising a plot so
delicious that readers simply can’t turn away, and delivering it in prose that says nothing more than it
needs to.

“a plot so delicious that readers simply can’t turn away”
If anything though, reading the likes of ‘literary’ authors like Atwood, McEwan, Tartt, and Salinger are
certain to improve your writing: they are masters of the English language. If they’ve done their job, they’ll
tell you a good story, too.
I didn’t read much when I was sixteen—my head was slowly inflating into the shape of a basketball. But if
I’d had a librarian like Mrs Antoniak, maybe I would have started my journey with literature a bit earlier. I
wouldn’t pass up the opportunity to explore this new room while you can; you’re not going to find a better
boutique collection of fiction anywhere else.
By Alex Hayman
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DEPUTY HEAD REPORTS
Deputy Head Learning:
Kate Cunich
This has been a week of feedback: feedback for Year
12 students on their recent Trial HSC examination
performance, feedback for all those involved in the
House plays, feedback for athletes at the Athletics
Carnival, feedback for us all in various forms.
As a school who values the power of feedback, it
is useful to once again visit the Feedback strand
of our Visible Learning framework. We know
that feedback is something that is encouraged,
is important, sometimes hurts, but what does
educational research say about feedback in a
school context?
When Professor John Hattie reviewed over 500,000
research studies, he found that feedback had more
impact on student results than any other teaching
strategy. By the time he conducted his later review,
published in Visible Learning in 2012 , he had
added an extra 300,000+ studies to his database,
and feedback still came out on top.
In all aspects of life, feedback has been described
as the breakfast of champions. It lets you know
how you are going while also telling you how you
can improve. Teachers use feedback to improve
how well students do. In fact, research shows
that feedback has double the impact that regular
teaching strategies have on student achievement.
Therefore, it is no surprise that Professor Hattie,
Director of the Melbourne Education Research
Institute, continues to believe that feedback is
essential to school improvement:
“The simplest prescription for improving education
must be dollops of feedback.”
Here is a summary of the findings about feedback
that teachers use:
- Effective feedback has the potential for a profound
effect on student achievement. Effective feedback
can double the speed of learning.
- Feedback is just in time, just for me information
delivered when and where it can have the most
effect.
- Feedback should give students information about:
Where am I going? How am I going? Where to
next?
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- There are four levels of feedback: feedback on
the task, the process, the self-regulation stage and
feedback about self.
- When students are learning something new, they
need a lot of task feedback. As they become more
proficient, process feedback, and when they have
a high degree of proficiently, they need more selfregulation feedback.
- Praise should not be confused with effective
instructional feedback. Effective feedback relates
to the task undertaken and must be more than
“good boy, good girl.”
- 80% of feedback that a student receives in a day
is from other students, and 80% of it is wrong.
We all know that it is easier to provide feedback
rather than receive it, but in a learning community
committed to feedback, we remain committed to it
as the thing that makes the most positive impact
on our students’ achievement. Year 12, we hope
you are listening!

P & F NEWS - TRIVIA NIGHT
Trivia Night was a great success again this year.
The night sold out quickly and despite many discussions as to the benefits of
finding a bigger venue inside or outside the school, we believe that the intimacy
of Hoskins Hall within the school grounds adds to the evening. It doesn’t hurt
that it is a sought after ticket.
There was a nice mix of K - 6 and 7 - 12 parents and teaching staff. Our main
aim of the night was to have a positive, fun school community event. Whilst
there though we wanted to maximise the opportunity to make some money.
We have found that setting a goal for the night and letting people see where the
fundraising is directed seems to be a good way to encourage the spending.
We decided not to run the silent auction this year so we kept to a raffle, whisky
toss, bar, candle purchase and an auction. We also tried a giving tree.
The auction items included donations from Andrew Wade, the Ullianas, the Duff
family, The Briars and Veraison Wines (Sam and Bec Biddle)
Bec Biddle was able to get us some high value prizes through offering to pay a
nominal fee. This resulted in a very generous donation of a holiday house from
the Duff family and a great dinner at The Briars restaurant with wine supplied by
Veraison. These two items were auctioned for $3,750 – after costs they will make
around $2,500. It was a shame we didn’t get at a better price for the dinner at
Briars - I believe we could have advertised this better and more word of mouth
would have been effective. From talking to people later in the evening I realised
that they hadn’t put thought into it prior to the auction despite an email and
information on the table. Better communication and spruiking on the night would
really help with this. Paul Milner did a brilliant job with the auctioneering.
We were conscious that much of the community had been asked to donate to the
Equestrian day. As a result we kept our raffle donation requests to mainly school
families with a vested interest. It would be good for the conveners of major
events to meet at the beginning of the year to discuss where they will target
requests for donations so we don’t exhaust the community support we get.
Many families were very generous - Bougies de luxe candles donated a candle
which we sold on each table plus two lovely hampers. The Davis Rice family
organised two Bendon vouchers, Sam and Bec Biddle donated a bottle of wine
for each person on the best dressed table, Bowral Bookshop donated 10 x $40
vouchers for the winning table and there were many other generous offerings.
A very big thank you to the music department and Music Teacher, Emily Sinden
for organising the children who performed in the music items. We did this to
reinforce the event as an Oxley College evening - but Doug and I both love the
experience of filming the kids. They are so polite, co-operative and generous with
their talent. Each and every one of them was a credit to the school and a delight
to deal with.
Another big thank you to Sam and Bec Biddle who ran the bar. We managed to
use up a lot of the P&F alcohol stock which meant better profit for the night and
an emptier P&F shed. They did a fabulous, generous job. The hall was decorated
beautifully - thanks to so many people who are so happy to just say yes when
asked.
We also want to thank our team - Andrew and Prue Wade and Charlie and Lindy
Dowe. We all have a lot of fun on the night and it has been great to do this with
them. They are all so positive and ‘can do’ and easy to work with.
We believe that the Trivia Night is off and running as a fun event on the school
calendar. We think it would really benefit from new blood organising it next year
so that it continues to evolve and entertain in new and exciting ways. In the end
we made approximately $10,000 which will go towards furniture for the new
College cafeteria.
By Skye and Doug Sandilands
Editor’s note: A huge thankyou to Skye and Doug for being the most
incredible Trivia Masters over the past two years. Their hard work will be

acknowledged officially at the end of the year.
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OLD OXLEYAN INTERVIEW

Jonathan Khoo
CLASS OF 1996
Now that you’re off in the big wide world,
what have you made of yourself since
finishing school at Oxley?
It’s been over twenty years since I left Oxley
College, and it’s amazing how quickly that
time goes! For the majority of time I’ve been
out of school I have been working for the
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australia’s official
government statistics office. I currently lead
a team responsible for compiling government
finance statistics. These stats are important
as government spending accounts for 25% of
all economic activity in Australia. One of the
best parts about this job is that it is based in
Brisbane, which is particularly nice in winter!
I’m married with three kids – Michael (nine),
Anna (three) and Cameron (six months).
What is your biggest achievement since
high school?
Apart from my three beautiful children, I am
currently the Australian representative on a
United Nations group that works with other
National Statistical Offices in the Asia Pacific
region to build the capacity of nations to collect
economic statistics. It is very rewarding to
help developing nations get access to better
information.
I could’ve gone and worked in a bank or
somewhere else in the private sector, but the
pursuit of just money doesn’t really interest me.
Were these things that during high school
you expected you would end up doing?
I had no idea what I would do when I left
school! I didn’t think I would be doing this!
How did Oxley prepare you for your future?
Oxley taught me a lot about balance – the
academic side was important, but there was also
a strong emphasis on extra-curricular activities
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like sport and music. This is something I hope
my kids will also learn. Oxley also gave me
lifelong friendships that still exist to this day. I
still catch up with my best mate who also went
to Oxley and is now a successful Oncologist in
the UK.
Is there anybody from the Oxley
community who inspired you throughout
high school?
My family had a close connection to the Oxley
community, and it’s hard to single out one or two
people. I’m one of four kids, and my mum had at
least one student at Oxley for around 15 years.
My dad died when I was in Year 12, and the
Oxley community was very supportive of me and
my family, particularly my mum, and younger
sister and brother.
What would you say you miss most about
being at school?
I miss having a lot of time, it seems that there
aren’t enough hours in the day anymore! I miss
playing sports (lunchtime basketball was the
best!), playing music and just hanging out with
friends.
What would you say to your fifteen year
old self?
Enjoy growing up! The things that you think are
big and important now are probably not that
important. Keep it all in perspective.

WHAT’S
HAPPENING?
...
LOCAL
NATIONAL
The Murray Darling Crisis
One of Australia’s main water supplies come from the Murray Darling river
which mainly runs through NSW, VIC, QLD, and SA. However it appears
that several irrigators are taking more water than required. Recently ABC’s
Four Corners discussed this matter stating that there have been billions
of litres stolen from the river by mainly cotton farmers which is disturbing
the environment and also the future 13 billion dollar Murray Darling plan.
Furthermore, investigators are trying to figure out how much is going
to the environment and how much is going to the irrigators. The more
litres that are taken effects the whole system which can result in farmer’s
families in trouble and hardship. There has been a recent observation in
this investigation providing one cotton farm’s ledger that it took one billion
litres more than their permitted license. Also, Jamie Morgan who is part of
the NSW Department of Primary Industry’s investigation has explored this
issue by travelling North-West to look at the meters only to find that none
of the meters were plugged in or had any indication of actually working
providing major suspicion about whether the Australian Government is
hiding something or there is just an imbalance with distributing the water
evenly.
By Harry Bailieu (Year 11)

K - 6 HICES TRIUMPH!!!

K - 12 Athletics results and further information in next Pin Oak
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GALLERY
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AUGUST & SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Mon

14

Mon

15

Tue

16

Wed

HICES 5-8 Music & 7-12 Jazz
Academy

Tue

ICAS Mathematics
Yrs 3-11
INC: Science week Kahoot
HICES 5-8 Music & 7-12 Jazz
Academy

Wed

20 days until
the end of
winter!!

EXC: GATEWAY 8
EXC: U turn the wheel

Thu
EXC: GATEWAY 8

Fri

Sat

ISA Semi Finals

Sun

11

Fri

Sat

13

Sun

HICES 5-8 Music & 7-12 Jazz
Academy

ISA Finals

22

NSW Interschool Snowsports State
Championship (Perisher)
INC: Year 10 Mental Health Programme
INC: Year 11 Mental Health Programme
Nepal briefing

23

NSW Interschool Snowsports
State Championship (perisher)

Mon
EXC: Year 6 G&T Camp

Thu

18

Fri

19

Sat

26

20

Sun

27

NSW/ACT Cross Country
skiing Perisher
K - 6 Book Fair

24
25

EXC: Year 10 War Mermorial,
Canberra
K - 6 Book Fair

NSW Interschool
Snowsports State
Championships
Invitational Athletics
Carnival 1

Year 9 Family Function
NSW Interschool
Snowsports State
Championships

Due to the Bong Bong Picnic Races change of date we will now hold Eve on
the Green on Saturday 25 November.
From 4.30pm to 7.30pm the Oxley playing fields will host this first ever
outdoor concert which will be a feel good end of year celebration for Oxley
family and friends. Save the new date in your diaries now because our very
own John Waters will spearhead the wonderful line up of entertainment while
celebrity chef, Geoff Jansz will be creating food for this very special evening
not to be missed.
More information will follow regarding tickets and how you can help make it
an Eve to remember.

28

Tue

29

Wed

30

EXC: Year 6 G&T Camp
INC: Year 7&8 Boys
Goodfellas Workshop
INC: Year 7&8 Girls Essential
Workshop

EXC: Year 6 G&T Camp

INC: Year 11 & 12 Pompeii and
Herculaneum Study Day
INC: Virtual Debating

17

EXC: GATEWAY 8
Yr 5 Family Ten-Pin Bowling
Open Morning for Prospective
Families

12

K-6 Book Week Parade

21

Thu

31

Fri

01

Sat

02

Sun

03

EXC: Year 6 G&T Camp
EXC: Year 9 Geo Western Sydney
INC:Year 12 Ancient History - Dr
Stellar Lazer Visit

EXC: Year 6 G&T Camp
P&F K-6 Father’s Day
Breakfast

EXC: Year 6 G&T Camp
SPORT: Invitational Athletics
Carnival 2

FATHER’S DAY
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NEWSFLASH
MATCH OF THE WEEK
The Oxley 1st XV played against Chevalier College on Saturday 5 August. The
game was a hard-fought battle through and through with both teams threatening
to score early before Chev claimed the opening try, taking an early lead of 7-0. A
couple of penalty goals tightened the gap making it 7-6 before Chev claimed two
tries late in the first half to make the score 19-6 at the half. The second half proved
to be entertaining and the game was split wide open by both teams, scoring a
combined 62 points in the second half alone with the game finishing at a score of
52-35, going the way of Chev. Tries in the second half went to Mitchell Wellman,
Campbell de Montemas, Cameron Grice, Tom Whyte and Jacob Sullivan. Despite
the highly anticipated local derby being on show, we also got to witness a brotherly
rivalry between our own Harrison Baillieu and Chev’s Edward Baillieu, both wearing
the number 8 jersey, it was a great spectacle and hard fought by both.
By Max Loiterton (Year 11)

EQUESTRIAN INTERSCHOOLS
Towards the end of last term our valiant Oxley riders set off to compete at the
Equestrian NSW State Interschools. Located at Sydney International Equestrian
Centre, our riders competed for Oxley against riders from all across NSW. The
competition was held over five days and included a variety of disciplines.
Well done to our Show Jumpers and Eventers Amelia Rea, Maddy Snell, Jesse
Noad and Mackenzie Johnson for their display of excellent horsemanship skills
around the courses. Anneliese Wansey also achieved great results, coming 4th
in Eventing as well as 7th and 14th in her Novice dressage class. Eliza Holloway also successfully placed 10th in
her Dressage class, with both tests in the 60s. Hunter Taylor was awarded 5th overall in the intermediate prelim
Dressage, and 6th overall in the secondary elementary Dressage. He also competed in the show horse class,
coming 6th overall – great results!
Congratulations to Amelia O’Sullivan who won the Champion Elementary Senior Rider (Dressage), by placing first
in both her 3.2 and 3.3 elementary tests.
Sophie Artup had huge success in the Dressage on her horse Nic. They won the Advanced 5.2 with 65% and came
2nd in the Advanced 5.3 with 61%, resulting in Reserve Advanced Champion.
Congratulations again to all the riders and their horses. Thank you to the parents for all their support. This year
the Nationals will be held in Queensland, and we look forward to hearing which of our riders have qualified for
this next level.
By Rosie Bowyer ( Year 12)

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
“The Challenge aims to encourage a love of reading for leisure and pleasure in students, and to enable them to
experience quality literature.”
The Premier’s Reading Challenge 2017 is shortly drawing to a close and participants will need to complete their
books and add details to their online reading records by midnight, Friday 25 August 2017.
Sometimes it is difficult to find the PRC NSW 2017 site because it is hidden away at this address: https://online.
det.nsw.edu.au/prc/ . All our students have their username and password and are able to log in and enter their
books online. If help is needed, email us at library@oxley.nsw.edu.au for a reminder or to have the password
reset. We also encourage students to visit the library at lunchtimes for help from our fabulous Library Monitors.
We rely on the Department of Education and Communities to send us our PRC certificates before we finish Term
4 so that we can award our students before the end of the year. This year we hope to have a wonderful Term 4
celebration lunch in our new library courtyard for all students who have completed the PRC and will do so even
if the certificates are late.
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